IN-CLASS ESSAY OVERVIEW

I. INTRODUCTION (If needed)
Your introduction should be between 3-4 sentences.  Do not get overly involved in writing the perfect introduction, but remember that you do need to introduce what you are talking about while not previewing your whole argument. This is where you should focus on background information and where you can tell a story.

II. THESIS WRITING

At the end of your introduction you should have a thesis, which states what you are going to try and prove. It is your argument.  Your thesis should do all of the following:

1) Fully Addresses the Question: basically this means answer the question asked.  For example, if the question asks, “Explain how LBJ and the Great Society was influential on America?” then you need to make sure to focus on influence in your answer. Center your thesis on the impact LBJ and the Great Society had and how it changed the economy, society, and politics.  Do not just write down the details of all of the programs that the Great Society. You need to write about how these programs changed things.   

2) Takes a stand: Give your opinion/take a position on the question asked. You do not just make a statement. For example, in saying, “The United States entered World War II after Japan bombed Pearl Harbor” one does not take a stand.  However, if one wrote, “Pearl Harbor tremendously impacted the United States socially, economically, as well as politically” the writer is not just making a statement of fact but stating an opinion on the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

3) Provides categories for analysis: Give your reasons for the position you are taking. Your categories need to be general enough to create at least one paragraph for it.  Basic categories can be social, economic, or political.  These are fine but to put your essay in the 6+ range your categories need to be more sophisticated. 

III. BODY PARAGRAPHS (Statement, Evidence, Explanation)
Within your body paragraphs writers need to remember that they are presenting an argument, supporting that argument with evidence, and explaining why this point is important to your overall argument.  Each paragraph should be at least 8 sentences long and have the following:

1) Topic Sentence: Topic sentences are not general sweeping sentences that are found at the beginning of your introduction.  They are supposed to support your thesis. Ask yourself, “What are the reasons I am giving that support my thesis?” “Does the topic sentence contain one of my reasons?”   
Important to Note: Do not begin the paragraph by telling a story.  For instance, if you start a body paragraph by saying, “In 1945, the United States dropped an atomic bomb on Japan,” then you would be telling a story and not providing support to your thesis.

2) Reasons: These sentences should support your topic sentence going into greater detail of your argument. For instance, if you are arguing that the atomic bomb economically affected the people of the U.S. then one possible reason is that it provided jobs in the defense industry. Each paragraph should have at least two reasons that support your topic sentence.
3) Evidence through Examples, Details, or Quotes: These sentences give deeper meaning and support for your reasons.  For example, in regards to the above statement that the atomic bomb provided jobs in the defense industry, one may cite the Manhattan Project and how many jobs it created.   

4) Analysis: You need to explain how and why the evidence proves your point and why this point is so important.  
5) Conclusion Sentences: Your conclusion reviews the main points that you made and then gives some added insight.  For example, the atomic bomb drastically changed the type of industries found in United States and created a deep connection between the government and our economy that can be seen today.  Your conclusion should not be a reiteration of your topic sentence word for word. 

IV. CONCLUSION  

In your conclusion, you should review your thesis without reiterating it word for word, give a general overview of your argument and then give deeper insight into what you have been trying to prove. Why is the argument that you have just proven so important? Why should someone care? This section should be about 2-3 sentences. This part of your essay is not that significant as it relates to your overall score but you should have a conclusion. Additionally, DO NOT bring up any new points in this section, as they will not count for your score.  
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Helpful Hints when writing an In Class Essay

Thesis and Topic Sentence Connection

1) Need to create categories for analysis in your essay.

2) Use the categories of analysis from your thesis in your topic sentences.

3) Make sure to use them in the order that you have created in the thesis. For example, if you create the categories of political, economic, and social effects then you need to begin your first paragraph with the political effects, the second with economic and the third with social.

No First Person

Never write in first person in a history essay. “I think” and “I believe” are rhetorical because you have already put your name on the top of the test and thus the reader knows these are your ideas.  Simply begin the sentence with the word you were going to write after “I think that. 

Don’t tell a story

A) Make your point first and then support it by giving details and examples

B) Do not start with the details and then make your point.  Use the details and examples for evidence.

C) You know you are telling a story when the sentence after your topic sentence begins:

6) In ______ (any date), --and then you explain the details of an event.

7) When ______ --you are explaining the details of what happened.

8) Following ______(event) ,---this other event occurred.

Then and than

Too often these are used interchangeably when they should not be.

Then is used when you talk about the order something takes place.  First this then that.

Than is used when you are making a distinction.  I’d rather have this than that.

Its vs. It’s

Its is used for when something has possession.  For example, the Constitution of the United States contains the Bill of Rights.  Its purpose is to protect the rights of the citizens of America.  

It’s is simply a contraction meaning it is. For example, it’s three o’clock right now.  You could also say, “It is three o’clock right now. “

The Pronoun It

Too often people use a pronoun without any reference to what it is supposed to be.  Pronouns are used when you do not want to overuse a name of a person or thing.  They allow the writer to mix up things for style purposes.  Therefore, when you talk about the United States you can reference it either later on in the same sentence or in the next sentence.  Do not think that three or four sentences down the line your reader will remember what “it” refers to in the sentence.  Also, you cannot start off a paragraph using it because you have not told the reader what it is.  

