
AP US History Document Based Question 
  
 The period 1875-1920 has been described by some historians as a period of “selfless altruism” 
during which the United States defended weaker nations against aggrandizement by rapacious European 
powers and spread the “blessings of democracy and civilization.” Others have described the “New Manifest 
Destiny” as a time of “ruthless American expansion” at the expense of weaker nations and in violation of 
our own most sacred principles of consent of the governed and popular sovereignty. Using the documents, 
and your knowledge, how would you characterize this period of  “Becoming a World Power”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Document A 

Document B 
 
 “The title to territory of indefinite but confessedly very large extent is in dispute between Great 
Britain and the Republic of Venezuela. . . . Venezuela can hope to establish her claim only through 
peaceful methods. . . . The Government of the United States has made it clear to Great Britain that the 
controversy is one in which both its honor and its interests are involved. . . . The people of the United States 
have a vital interests in the cause of popular self-government. . . . To-day the United States is practically 
sovereign on this continent, and its fiat is law upon the subjects to which it confines its interposition. . . . Its 
infinite resources combined with its isolated position render it master of the situation and practically 
invulnerable as against any or all other powers. . . . All the advantages of this superiority are at once 
imperiled if the principle be admitted that European powers may convert American States into colonies or 
provinces of their own. . . . Great Britain can not be deemed a South American state within the purview of 
the Monroe Doctrine. . . . It being clear, therefore, that the United States may legitimately insist upon the 
merits of the boundary question being determined, it is equally clear that there is but one feasible mode of 
determining them, viz., peaceful arbitration.” Richard Olney, Secretary of State, 1895. 
 
 



Document C 
 
 “The Republic of Hawaii hereby cedes absolutely and without reserve to the United States of 
America all rights of sovereignty of whatsoever kind in and over the Hawaiian Islands and their 
dependencies; and it is agreed that all territory of and appertaining to the Republic of Hawaii is hereby 
annexed to the United States of America under the name of the Territory of Hawaii. . . . The existing laws 
of the United States relative to public lands shall not apply to such lands in the Hawaiian Islands, but the 
Congress of the United States shall enact special laws for their management and disposition. . . . There shall 
be no further immigration of Chinese into the Hawaiian Islands, except upon such conditions as are now or 
may hereafter be allowed by the laws of the United States, and no Chinese by reason of anything herein 
contained shall be allowed to enter the United States from the Hawaiian Islands.”  Treaty of Hawaiian 
Annexation, 1898. 
 
 
 
 
Document D 
 
 “The principles which this Government is particularly desirous of seeing formally declared by His 
Imperial Majesty and by all the great Powers interested in China, are: 
 First. The recognition that no Power will in any way interfere with any treaty port or any vested 
interest within any leased territory or within any so-called "sphere of interest" it may have in China. 
 Second. That the Chinese treaty tariff of the time being shall apply to all merchandise landed or 
shipped to all such ports as are within said "sphere of interest" (unless they be "free ports"), no matter to 
what nationality it may belong, and that duties so leviable shall be collected by the Chinese Government. 
 Third. That it will levy no higher harbor dues on vessels of another nationality frequenting any 
port in such "sphere" than shall be levied on vessels of its own nationality over equal distances. 
 The declaration of such principles by His Imperial Majesty would not only be of great benefit to 
foreign commerce in China. . . .” John Hay, Open Door In China , Pg.168. 
 
 
Document E 
 
 “On March 31 Captain-General Blanco issued a decree putting an end to reconcentration in the 
provinces of Pinar del Rio, Havana, Matanzas, and Santa Clara, and on April 9 the Spanish Cabinet decided 
to grant an armistice to the insurgents, while both the Pope and the great Powers of Europe were using their 
influence to avert a Spanish-American war. Nevertheless the replies at this time of the Madrid government 
to President McKinley's demands concerning the pacification of Cuba, notwithstanding the Spanish offer to 
arbitrate the Maine trouble, led the authorities at Washington to believe that pacification could not be 
attained without the armed intervention of the United States. The President's message to Congress . . . . 
stated the entire issue, rightly considering the Maine disaster a subordinate matter, stated that the only hope 
of relief and repose from a condition which can no longer be endured is the enforced pacification of Cuba. 
In the name of humanity, in the name of civilization, in behalf of endangered American interests, which 
give us the right and the duty to speak and act, the war in Cuba must stop.” “Outbreak Of The War With 
Spain”, America, Vol.10, Pg.120.  
 
 
Document F 
 
 “Alfred Thayer Mahan (1840-1914), American naval officer and historian, born in West Point, 
New York, and educated at the United States Naval Academy. A Union naval officer during the American 
Civil War (1861-1865), Mahan served in the navy for nearly 40 years. He was promoted to the rank of 
captain in 1885. In 1886, Mahan was invited to lecture at the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island. 
He also served as president of the college from 1886 to 1889, and again in 1892 and 1893. His lectures 
were published under the title of The Influence of Sea Power upon History, 1660-1783 (1890). The book 
received international recognition as a comprehensive exposition of naval strategy. Mahan stressed the 
important role of sea power in the world, and this idea had a profound influence on the policies of many 
nations, including the United States and Germany.” Microsoft Encarta 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
Document G 
 

Caribbean interventions 
 
Document H 
 
 “Even if the condemnation of barbarous warfare in the Philippines by the imperialist press is 
somewhat belated, we welcome it, as we welcome everything that compels Americans to give attention to a 
subject to which too many of them have become increasingly indifferent. Silence, we know, is consistent 
with shame, and may be one of the signs of its existence; and the fact that only a few of the more 
unblushing or foolish newspapers have defended Gen. Smith's policy of extermination shows what the 
general sentiment is. To allege the provocation which our soldiers had is to set up a defense which 
President Roosevelt brushed aside in advance. To fall back on the miserable sophistry that "war is hell" is 
only another way of making out those who engage in that kind of war to be fiends. It is, besides, to offer an 
excuse for ourselves which we did not tolerate for an instant in the case of Spanish atrocities. That is our 
present moral humiliation in the eyes of the world.We made war on Spain four years ago for doing the very 
things of which we are now guilty ourselves. As the Chicago News pointedly observes, we are giving Spain 
as good reason to interfere with us on the ground of humanity as we had to interfere with her. Doubtless she 
would interfere if she were strong enough and thought she could acquire some islands in the virtuous act.” 
Nation (New York) 74 (May 8, 1902): 357. 
 
Document I 
 
 “How long are the Spaniards to drench Cuba with the blood and tears of her people? How long is 
the peasantry of Spain to be drafted away to Cuba to die miserably in a hopeless war, that Spanish nobles 
and Spanish officers may get medals and honors? How long shall old [Cuban] men and women and 
children be murdered by the score, the innocent victims of Spanish rage against the patriot armies they 
cannot conquer? How long shall the sound of rifles in Castle Morro at sunrise proclaim that bound and 
helpless prisoners of war have been murdered in cold blood? How long shall Cuban women be the victims 
of Spanish outrages and lie sobbing and bruised in loathsome prisons?” New York Journal, 1898 



Document J 
 
 “It is not true that the United States feels any land hunger or entertains any projects as regards the 
other nations of the Western Hemisphere, save such as are for their welfare. All that this country desires is 
to see the neighboring countries stable, orderly, and prosperous. . . . If a nation shows that it knows how to 
act with reasonable efficiency and decency in social and political matters, if it keeps order and pays its 
obligations, it need fear no interference from the United States. Chronic wrongdoing, or an impotence 
which results in a general loosening of the ties of civilized society, may in America, as elsewhere, 
ultimately require intervention by some civilized nation, and in the Western Hemisphere the adherence of 
the United States to the Monroe Doctrine may force the United States, however reluctantly, in flagrant 
cases of such wrongdoing or impotence, to the exercise of an international police power. . . . Our interests 
and those of our southern neighbors are in reality identical. We would interfere with them only in the last 
resort. . . .” [Theodore Roosevelt] A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents (New York: 
Bureau of National Literature, 1906) vol. 16 (December 6, 1904), pp. 7053-7054. 
 
Document K 
 
 “There is not a civilized nation which does not talk about its civilizing mission just as grandly as 
we do. . . . . We assume that what we like and practice, and what we think better, must come as a welcome 
blessing to Spanish-Americans and Filipinos. This is grossly and obviously untrue. They hate our ways. 
They are hostile to our ideas. Our religion, language, institutions, and manners offend them.” W. G. 
Sumner, War and Other Essays (1919), pp. 303-305. 
 


