                       IMPULSES TOWARD DISCOVERY

                                        Chapter 1.
PRINCIPAL TRENDS TOWARD DISCOVERY.  The discovery and
      exploration of the New World coincides with the emergence of modern

      Europe.  The same underlying trends stimulated both.

1. DECLINE OF FEUDALISM.  This was marked by:

    a. The retrogression of power of the aristocracy whose authority had

          been based upon land & military might;

    b. The rise of the new middle class;

    c. The growth of towns & cities;

    d. The stimulation of trade & the encouragement of travel.

2. RENAISSANCE. This new philosophic spirit of HUMANISM presented a

    new view of life and the world, one which was secular, individualistic, 

    experimental, enterprising and confident. 

~It was indeed a spirit of expanding horizons which challenged traditional beliefs & stimulated action & exploration.

3. REFORMATION. The work of men like LUTHER & CALVIN during the 

    16th century accentuated rivalries by adding religious emotion to
     conflicts between the new nations.  The Reformation:

    a. Caused the rise of many new sects, which increased the problem of 

        religious intoleration;

    b. Made the colonization of the New World partly a matter of religious

        competition;

    c. Undermined Medieval Religious Restrictions upon commercial

        enterprise & profit making such as the just price & the consideration of 

        lending money for interest (any interest) as usury;

    d. Provided the Religious Justification for an ethic which put the highest

        premiums upon hard work, frugality, & success in business, thus

        paving the way for capitalism.
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 Other principal trends toward discovery were:

4. RISE OF THE NATION STATE.  An almost anarchic feudalism gave way, 

    after long & bitter struggle to the dynastic states, & then to centralized

    governments headed by strong monarchs who were supported by the

    rising middle class.  

~~Thus early American history was a phase of European imperialism.

5. COMMERCIAL REVOLUTION.  One of the results of the CRUSADES, begun in 1095, was the introduction of Oriental products to Europeans.

~Consequently, spices, fine cloth, perfumes, drugs, chinaware, & precious gems were all in great demand.  

~Three main trade routes were used to transport these goods in their journey westward, and all three were controlled by Italian merchants in Genoa, Pisa, & Venice, because of their geographic proximity to cites like Constantinople, Antioch, & Alexandria.  The high profits extracted from this monopoly by the Italian “Middle men” & the drainage of specie angered:

    1) the Western merchants;

    2) those who bought the goods; and 

    3) the monarchs who thought in terms of MERCANTILISM.  

~~The answer that could soothe their anger lay in a new direct route to the

     Orient, one that would eliminate the Italians.  

~What made exploration imperative was the conquest of Constantinople 

    and the destruction of the Byzantine empire by the Ottoman Turks in

    1453, making the eastern Mediterranean unsafe for commerce. 

 Other Principal trends toward Discovery also were:

6. SCIENTIFIC ADVANCEMENT. Contributions to the Age of Discovery were

     made by the following:

    a. Advances in the fields of astronomy, navigation, & mathematics;

    b. Practical Inventions, such as the magnifying glass, the compass, the
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         astrolabe, clocks, thermometers, gunpowder, & the printing press,

         most of which were acquired by Europeans from the Arabian world & 

         the Far East;

    c. Significant Advances in map Making, so that by the end of the 15th

        century the first globes were made & maps began to show longitude &

         latitude;

    d. Improvements in ship building, first by the Norsemen & later by the

        development of the Portuguese caravel.

    e. The Invention of Movable Type made possible cheaper & quicker

       dissemination of the writings of the geographers & travelers.  

~~For example, although Marco Polo visited the Far East in the late 13th

    century, his famous narrative, The Book of Ser Marco Polo Concerning

         the Kingdoms and Marvels of the East. was not printed until 1477. 

~ With the exception of Columbus’ account of his voyage, no travel book 

    had a more profound effect in inflaming people’s imaginations.

PORTUGAL TAKES THE INITIATIVE.  Jutting out into the Atlantic, poor

          in land & natural resources,  Portugal was the 1st. nAtion to embark on

          a systematic course of discovery & imperial expansion.

~Spurred on by PRINCE HENRY THE NAVIGATOR (1394-1460), who

   devoted his life & fortune to scientific exploration & built a magnificent

   cartographic center & naval observsatory, 

~~thus the Portugese mariners began to push farther out onto the ocean highway:

    1. After rediscovering the Madeira Islands & the Azores, they began to

        follow the western coast of Africa, exploring southward.
    2. In 1486 BARTHOLOMEW DIAZ wads the 1st to round the tip of the

        Cape of Good Hope.
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    3. The 1st stage was reached by VASCO DA GAMA in 1497-99, when he 

         led a fleet all the way to India.  By this, Portugal was the 1st European

         nation to enter into the Oriental trade by a cheap, direct route.

WORLD COMMERCE was thus revolutionized, & the Atlantic Ocean - 

   after 3,000 years-would replace the Mediterranean Sea as the principal

  Avenue of internatonal trade.

OTHER PORTUGESE MARINERS who contributed to their countries

   ventures were:

    1. PEDRO CABRAL, who discovered the South American land of Brazil.

    2. VACO NUNEZ DE BALBOA, who in 1513, was the 1st European to see

         the Pacific Ocean.

    3. FERDINAND MAGELLAN, who commanded trhe expedition that took 3

        years (1519-22) to circumnavigate the globe, it cost him his life.

                                               COLUMBUS AND SPAIN

Meanwhile Portugal’s neighbor, Spain, had not been idle.  It was launched into the Age of Discovery through the accomplidhments of an Italian sailor CHISTOPHER COLUMBUS (1451?-1506).

COLUMBUS.  About 1484, he began to argue for his plan to sail west to

     find a shorter route to the Orient. 

~ Refused by the King of Portugal, Columbus had to wait 8 years to attract

    the interest of QUEEN ISABELLA of Spain. 

~Only when Spain had finally expelled the Moors did she decide to finance the expedition.  

~The 3 ships the Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria and about 90 men set sail Aug. 3, 1492.  

~On Oct 12 he landed at one of islands in the Bahamas & named it SAN SALVADOR.  

~He sailed on to Cuba, & later, Haiti.  Columbus made 4 voyages to the New

  World.  He died believing that he had reached the Orient via a short route

   to India, & this is why he callefd the natives “Indians.”
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AS THE EFFECTIVE DISCOVER OF AMERICA  for Europe Columbus

    revolutionized history:

    1. A new World had beeb discovered.

    2. A new conception of the earth & its size was developing.

    3. The contest for world trade & empire was launched.

To prevent the two Iberian nations from fighting with each other a PAPAL

  LINE OF DEMARCATION was drawn in 1493 ( and modified the next

  year), which mapped out spheres of discovery for Spain & Portugal. 

~Other natons ignored this arrangement.

OTHER VOYAGES.  From their base on Hispaniola in the Caribbean Sea,

  Spanish CONQUISTADORES penetrated the mainlands of the New World

   for Gold, Glory & God.

    1. PONCE DE LEON, seeking both the Fountain of Youth & the mythical El

        Dorado, searched through Florida & Central America.

    2. HERNANDO CORTEZ, by 1521, had defeated the Aztec nation in 

        Mexico.

    3. A decade later FRANCISCO PIZARRO mounted a successful

        expedition against the Incas of Peru.

    4. FRANCISCO DE CORONADO searched for the legendary wealth of the

        Seven Cities of Cibola in the Southwest.

    5. HERNANDO DE SOTO explored the Mississippi River basin & found

         the mouth of the river.
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                                FRANCE, HOLLAND, AND SWEDEN

OTHER EUROPEAN POWERS   were involved in the rivalry for trade & empire.

    1. FRANCE.  During the reign of FRANCIS I. (1515-47), a series of 

        expeditions were sent westward across the Atlantic seeking the all-

        water route to the Orient.


     a. The Florentine navigator GIOVANNI DA VERRAZANO led an

           expedition for France 1523-24 which explored New York bay & then

           followed the coastline northward as far as Newfoundland.  

~~This was the basis for France’s claim to North America.

     b. Between 1534 and 1541 JACQUES CARTIER, continuing the effort to

         find the northwest passage, discovered the St. Lawrence “gateway” 

         into the interior of the continent.

     c. In the 17th century colonies were founded in Nova Scotia & Quebec,

         the latter by SAMUEL DE CHAMPLAIN.  The French allied with the

        Algonquian Indians in 1609 + their traditional hunting grounds vs. the 

        Iroquois.  

~The bitterness bred in these years colored future colonial warfare, driving 

   the Iroquois to ally with the English against the French

     d. Later in the century, the entire Mississippi valley was opened through

          the explorations of LOUIS JOLIET, PERE MARQUETTE,- canoe trip

         through Lake Michigan & Lake Winnebago-south to junction of the

         Miss. & Arkansas Rivers.

        ~ The empire builder, LA SALLE-decended the entire Mississippi to the

          delta and claimed all the basin for Louis XIV-named Louisiana in his

           honor.

FUR TRADE.  Based upon these discoveries & explorations, France was

           able to develop the most lucrative fur trade of any nation, a trade

    conducted through the efforts of the intepid voyageur and courier de bois 

   (forest runners) used the rivers & lakes to travel & carry goods between

    Quebec & Louisiana.
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