Ronald Reagan

Reagan's domestic program, a pastiche of New Right themes, featured four key elements: 

1. tax cuts, \

2. reduced federal regulation, 

3. increased military spending, 

4. and- somewhat improbably-a balanced budget in three years. 

5. As a further, unstated goal, the administration hoped to reduce the government's commitment to affirmative action for minorities and vigorous enforcement of the civil rights laws. 

Reduced taxes, Reagan claimed, citing the ideas of California economist Arthur Laffer, would jump-start the economy as consumers spent their windfall and as businesses invested in new plants and new technology. The resulting boom would in, crease tax revenues even at lower rates. 

The 1984 election revealed the scope of the post-1960 shift in U.S. politics. In place of the liberal consensus stood a new coalition of disaffected "middle Americans" forged in the reactionary social climate and economic stresses of the 1970s. The New Right comprised an unstable but potent alliance of wealthy Americans, corporate leaders, evangelicals, Catholic ethnics, and white blue-collar workers. Whatever their differences otherwise, these groups shared an antipathy to intrusive federal regulations and cultural trends that threatened "traditional values." With one voice, they decried public policies that favored minorities, welfare recipients, feminists, homosexuals, and others who seemed to seek preferential treatment from the government. 

The election outcome also reflected the demographic shifts of these years, as Rust Belt workers sought greener pastures. Whereas the Northeast and Midwest grew only slightly in 1970-1990, the South's population exploded from 63 million to 87 million; the Pacific states, from 27 million to 39 million. California, having already passed New York as the most populous state in the 1960s, blossomed by another 20 percent in the 1980s, from 24 million to 30 million. These changes contributed to the 1984 Reagan landslide as the South and West, enjoying the lions share of Reagan-era military spending, voted solidly Republican. 

