AP US History Document Based Question


Directions:  In the essay you should strive to support your assertions both by citing key pieces of evidence from the documents and by drawing on your knowledge of the period.


The Nixon Presidency was not the abysmal failure it has been described as being. In the not too distant future, the Nixon Presidency will be viewed by historians as the most successful presidency in the second half of the Twentieth Century. Assess the validity of this statement.

Document A


“Eight years from now America will celebrate its 200th anniversary as a nation. Within the lifetime of most people now living, mankind will celebrate that great new year which comes only once in a thousand years—the beginning of the third millennium. What kind of a nation we will be, what kind of a world we will live in, whether we shape the future in the image of our hopes, is ours to determine by our actions and our choices. The greatest honor history can bestow is the title of peacemaker. This honor now beckons America—the chance to help lead the world at last out of the valley of turmoil and onto that high ground of peace that man has dreamed of since the dawn of civilization. If we succeed, generations to come will say of us now living that we mastered our moment, that we helped make the world safe for mankind. This is our summons to greatness….


We have endured a long night of the American spirit. But as our eyes catch the dimness of the first rays of dawn, let us not curse the remaining dark. Let us gather the light. Our destiny offers not the cup of despair, but the chalice of opportunity.” President Nixon's First Inaugural Address, 1969. Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States, Richard Nixon, 1969, p. 1-4.

Document B

Article 2. A ceasefire shall be observed throughout South Vietnam as of 2400 hours G.M.T., on January 27, 1973. At the same hour, the United States will stop all its military activities against the territory of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam by ground, air and naval forces….

Article 5. Within sixty days of the signing of this Agreement, there will be a total withdrawal from South Vietnam of troops, military advisers, and military personnel, including technical military personnel and military personnel of the United States…. 

Article 8. (a) The return of captured military personnel and foreign civilians of the parties shall be carried out simultaneously with and completed not later than the same day as the troop withdrawal mentioned in Article 5. The parties shall exchange complete lists of the above-mentioned captured military personnel and foreign civilians on the day of the signing of this Agreement. Agreement to End the Vietnam War, 1973. The Major International Treaties Since 1945, ed. J.A.S. Grenville and Bernard Wasserstein, p. 284-291.

Document C
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Document D


“The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the consideration of recommendations concerning the exercise of the constitutional power to impeach Richard M. Nixon, President of the United States, having considered the same, reports thereon pursuant to H. Res. 803 as follows and recommends that the House exercise its constitutional power to impeach Richard M. Nixon, President of the United States, and that articles of impeachment be exhibited to the Senate as follows: 


Resolved, That Richard M. Nixon, President of the United States, is impeached for high crimes and misdemeanors, and that the following articles of impeachment be exhibited to the Senate: 


In his conduct of the office of President of the United States, Richard M. Nixon, in violation of his constitutional oath faithfully to execute the office of President of the United States and, to the best of his ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States, and in violation of his constitutional duty to take care that the laws be faithfully executed, has prevented, obstructed, and impeded the administration of justice….Articles of Impeachment for Richard Nixon, 1974. Courtesy the Richard M. Nixon Library and Birthplace, Yorba Linda, Ca. House Calendar No. 426, p. 1-4.

Document E


“When I announced this trip last July, I described it as a journey for peace. In the last 30 years, Americans have in three different wars gone off by the hundreds of thousands to fight, and some to die, in Asia and in the Pacific. One of the central motives behind my journey to China was to prevent that from happening a fourth time to another generation of Americans. 


As a result of this trip, we have started the long process of building a bridge across that gulf, and even now we have something better than the mere absence of war. Not only have we completed a week of intensive talks at the highest levels, we have set up a procedure whereby we can continue to have discussions in the future. We have demonstrated that nations with very deep and fundamental differences can learn to discuss those differences calmly, rationally, and frankly, without compromising their principles. This is the basis of a structure for peace, where we can talk about differences rather than fight about them.” President Nixon's Remarks on Returning from China, 1972. Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents, February 28, 1972, Richard M. Nixon, p. 483-485. 

Document F


Article I. The Parties undertake not to start construction of additional fixed land-based intercontinental ballistic missile (I.C.B.M.) launchers after July 1, 1972. 


Article II. The Parties undertake not to covert land-based launchers for light I.C.B.M.s, or for I.C.B.M.s of older types deployed prior to 1964, into land-based launchers for heavy I.C.B.M.s of types deployed after that time. 


Article III. The Parties undertake to limit submarine-launched ballistic missile (S.L.B.M.) launchers are modern ballistic missile submarines to the numbers operational and under construction on the date of signature of this Interim Agreement, and in addition to launchers and submarines constructed under procedures established by the Parties as replacements for an equal number of I.C.B.M. launchers of older types deployed prior to 1964 or for launchers on older submarines….Done at Moscow this 26th day of May, 1972.” Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT I), 1972. The Major International Treaties Since 1945, ed. J.A.S. Grenville and Bernard Wasserstein, p. 454-456.
Document G


“In all the decisions I have made in my public life, I have always tried to do what was best for the nation. Throughout the long and difficult period of Watergate, I have felt it was my duty to persevere, to make every possible effort to complete the term of office to which you elected me. 


In the past few days, however, it has become evident to me that I no longer have a strong enough political base in the Congress to justify continuing that effort. As long as there was such a base, I felt strongly that it was necessary to see the constitutional process through to its conclusion, that to do otherwise would be unfaithful to the spirit of that deliberately difficult process and a dangerously destabilizing precedent for the future. 


But with the disappearance of that base, I now believe that the constitutional purpose has been served, and there is no longer a need for the process to be prolonged….

Therefore, I shall resign the Presidency effective at noon tomorrow. Vice President Ford will be sworn in as President at that hour in this office….


We have ended America's longest war, but in the work of securing a lasting peace in the world, the goals ahead are even more far-reaching and more difficult.


We have unlocked the doors that for a quarter of a century stood between the United States and the People's Republic of China….


In the Middle East, 100 million people in the Arab countries, many of whom have considered us their enemy for nearly 20 years, now look on us as their friends. 


Together with the Soviet Union, we have made the crucial breakthroughs that have begun the process of limiting nuclear arms. 


Here in America, we are fortunate that most of our people have not only the blessings of liberty but also the means to live full and good and, by the world's standards, even abundant lives. We must press on, however, toward a goal, not only of more and better jobs but of full opportunity for every American and of what we are striving so hard right now to achieve, prosperity without inflation…. 


For more than a quarter of a century in public life, I have shared in the turbulent history of this era. I have fought for what I believed in. I have tried, to the best of my ability, to discharge those duties and meet those responsibilities that were entrusted to me. Sometimes I have succeeded and sometimes I have failed, but always I have taken heart from what Theodore Roosevelt once said about the man in the arena, ''whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and comes short again and again because there is not effort without error and shortcoming, but who does actually strive to do the deed, who knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions, who spends himself in a worthy cause, who at the best knows in the end the triumphs of high achievements who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly.”  President Nixon's Resignation Speech, 1974.  Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States, Richard Nixon, 1974, p. 626-629. 

Document H
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Document I


“But as far as our role is concerned, we must avoid that kind of policy that will make countries in Asia so dependent upon us that we are dragged into conflicts such as the one that we have in Vietnam…. if any nation desires the assistance of the United States militarily in order to meet an internal or external threat, we will provide it.   


However, I believe that the time has come when the United States, in our relations with all of our Asian friends, be quite emphatic on two points: One, that we will keep our treaty commitments, our treaty commitments, for example, with Thailand under SEATO; but, two, that as far as the problems of internal security are concerned, as far as the problems of military defense, except for the threat of a major power involving nuclear weapons, that the United States is going to encourage and has a right to expect that this problem will be increasingly handled by, and the responsibility for it taken by, the Asian nations themselves. Nixon Doctrine, 1969. Public Papers of the Presidents of the U.S., Richard Nixon, 1969, p. 544-556. 

Document J


“The time has come for a new economic policy for the United States. It targets are unemployment, inflation, and international speculation. And this is how we are going to attack those targets…. 


The second indispensable element of the new prosperity is to stop the rise in the cost of living. One of the cruelest legacies of the artificial prosperity produced by war is inflation. Inflation robs every American, every one of you.


The time has come for decisive action—action that will break the vicious circle of spiraling prices and costs. I am today ordering a freeze on all prices and wages throughout the United States for a period of 90 days. In addition, I call upon corporations to extend the wage-price freeze to all dividends. President Nixon's Prices and Wages Freeze Announcement, 1971. Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents, Week Ending Saturday, August 21, 1971, Richard M. Nixon, p. 1168-1172.
Document K
