Why the North Won the Civil War
Over the course of four years, more than 618,000 men would die—more than the combined military losses of the Revolution, the War of 1812, the Mexi​can War, the Spanish-American War, Korea, and the twentieth century's two world wars combined. Gettysburg alone, in three bloody days, saw 50,000 killed, wounded, or missing. Brothers sometimes literally fighting brothers.
Philosophical inquiry. 
· Did the North win the war or did the South lose it? 
· Was the outcome of the Civil War determined on the battlefield?

Northern Advantages
· Population 22 million v. 9 million [3 1/2 million slaves]

· Confederates consistently outnumbered 2/1

· Immigration favored North throughout the war

· Standing army and navy
· The Anaconda Plan
· Economic Power

· 4/5 nations manufacturing

· a balanced economy, huge resources raw materials and 


food

· Established government, tax structure

· Banking and financial wealth

· Shipping, railroads, skilled labor

· Military power, much of it potential

· Standing in the international community

· Commitment to winning the war
· Free soil and free men

· The Union
· Desertions both sides North 10% South 12.5%
· “Copperheads” 

· Opponents of the war
· Peace Democrats
· Conscription, bounties and substitutes

· Citizen soldiers had to learn, as in WW II

· Crucial role of blacks [449 Mass. vol]

· This would be the first modern [total] war
· Logistics and material

· Staying Power
· Abraham Lincoln
· Emancipation Proclamation [victory at Antietam enabled]

Southern Advantages
· A calculated risk. They believed they were right and that they could, would, should win
· Military leadership, the cream of pre war officers

· Believed the North would not fight

· They expected id from Britain & France because of “King Cotton.” Loss at Antietam ended this hope, but it was` a near thing
· Laird Rams and the Alabama
· Fighting defensive war on own soil

· Expected to hold territory through valor of troops. Every day they survived legitimized the Confederacy
· Could lose battles, but remain a nation

· Had to be conquered

· Men conditioned to outdoor life, martial traditions

· An agricultural economy, transport poor, troops consistently lacked food and equipment

· Hurt by states’ rights theories

· Lost control of the Mississippi Valley. Roads and railroads ran East-West, while Northern roads and railroads ran North-South.
The South might have won if. . . . . .

· Border states had seceded ] Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri, Delaware, W Virginia]

· War weariness in North had been stronger
· Election of 1864 a key after Atlanta falls

· Britain & France had intervened

· Certain battles had gone the other way

· Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain at Gettysburg]

· Bad crops in Europe led to need for Northern food

· South had been more united

If the South had won the war. . . . .

· With two nations on the continent, continued conflict

· slavery and fugitive slaves

· moral imperative remains [Underground RR]
· Future wars over territories [New Mex, Ariz, California]

· Wars of conquest to the South [Mexico, Caribbean]

· Slavery is adapted to factories as South industrializes

· USA spends energy fighting “itself”, doesn’t become a world power

· Continent splits into many nations [Balkanization]

· Border states become battlegrounds

· Growth of both nations retarded

· North eventually “conquers” the south economically

President Lincoln's First Inaugural Address, March 4, 1861

“This country, with its institutions, belongs to the people who inhabit it. Whenever they shall grow weary of the existing Government, they can exercise their constitutional right of amending it or their revolutionary right to dismember or overthrow it. I can not be ignorant of the fact that many worthy and patriotic citizens are desirous of having the National Constitution amended….

In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and not in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war. The Government will not assail you. You can have no conflict without being yourselves the aggressors. You have no oath registered in heaven to destroy the Government, while I shall have the most solemn one to ''preserve, protect, and defend it.

I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained it must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every battlefield and patriot grave to every living heart and hearthstone all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature.” 

President Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, 1863

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can not consecrate—we can not hallow—this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for they which gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth. Living Documents in American History (ed. John A. Scott, Vol. II, p. 646) 

President Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address, 1865

March 4, 1865

Fellow-Countrymen:

At this second appearing to take the oath of the Presidential office there is less occasion for an extended address than there was at the first. Then a statement somewhat in detail of a course to be pursued seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four years, during which public declarations have been constantly called forth on every point and phase of the great contest which still absorbs the attention and engrosses the energies of the nation, little that is new could be presented. The progress of our arms, upon which all else chiefly depends, is as well known to the public as to myself, and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfactory and encouraging to all. With high hope for the future, no prediction in regard to it is ventured.

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago all thoughts were anxiously directed to an impending civil war. All dreaded it, all sought to avert it. While the inaugural address was being delivered from this place, devoted altogether to saving the Union without war, insurgent agents were in the city seeking to destroy it without war—seeking to dissolve the Union and divide effects by negotiation. Both parties depreciated war, but one of them would make war rather than let the nation survive, and the other would accept war rather than let it perish, and the war came.

One-eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally over the Union, but localized in the southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest. All knew that this interest was somehow the cause of the war. To strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this interest was the object for which the insurgents would rend the Union even by war, while the Government claimed no right to do more than to restrict the territorial enlargement of it. Neither party expected for the war the magnitude or the duration which it has already attained. Neither anticipated that the cause of the conflict might cease with or even before the conflict itself should cease. Each looked for an easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and astounding. Both read the same Bible and pray to the same God, and each invokes His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any men should dare to ask a just God's assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of other men's faces, but let us judge not, that we be not judged. The prayers of both could not be answered. That of neither has been answered fully. The Almighty has His own purposes. ''Woe unto the world because of offenses; for it must needs be that offenses come, but woe to that man by whom the offense cometh.'' If we shall suppose that American slavery is one of those offenses which, in the providence of God, must needs come, but which, having continued through His appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He gives to both North and South this terrible war as the woe due to those by whom the offense came, shall we discern therein any departure from those divine attributes which the believers in a living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the wealth piled by the bondsman's two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said ''the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.''

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up nation's wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.
The Combatants Square Off


One of the major questions about the American Civil War period is, "Why did it take the North four long and hard years to finally defeat the South?" On the sur​face, the Yankees seemed to possess most of the advantages: a huge population, a standing army and navy, the vast bulk of American industrial might, and a large and effective transportation system. They also had the powerful causes of union and free soil to inspire and propel their soldiers. Yet the North faced a grim and determined foe, whose lack of men and war materiel was balanced somewhat by an abundance of military leadership and combat expertise. Moreover, the war scenario gave an advantage to the defense, not the offense.

The conflict sharply illustrated the predictable results when the Western way of war met its exact duplicate on the field of battle, with each side armed with long-range cannons, new rifles, and even newer breech-loading and repeating weapons.

Over the course of four years, more than 618,000 men would die—more than the combined military losses of the Revolution, the War of 1812, the Mexi​can War, the Spanish-American War, Korea, and the twentieth century's two world wars combined. Gettysburg alone, in three bloody days, saw 50,000 killed, wounded, or missing. Sharpsburg—or Antietam—itself produced more casualties than the Revolution, the War of 1812, and the Mexican War put together. Worse, these were Americans fighting Americans. Stories of brother fighting brother abound. Mary Lincoln's three brothers all died fighting for the Confederacy, while Varina Davis (Jefferson Davis's second wife) had relatives in blue. John Crittenden's sons each held the rank of colonel, but in opposing armies. David Farragut, the hero of Mobile Bay, had lived in Virginia, and Lincoln himself was born in Kentucky, a slave state. Robert E. Lee had a nephew commanding a Union squadron on the James River. Union general George McClellan preferred letting the South go; Sam Houston, the governor of Texas, wanted the South to stay in the Union. As young boys, future presidents Theodore Roosevelt (New York) and Woodrow Wilson (Georgia) prayed for divine blessings, but Roosevelt prayed for the North and Wilson for the South.
The forces of the Union seemed insurmountable. Northerners boasted a popula​tion of more than 20 million, while the white population of the South, that is, those who were eligible to bear arms, numbered under 6 million. Slaves were used in labor situations to supplement the Confederate Army in building bridges, digging trenches, and driving wagons, but the slaves often constituted, at best, a potentially hostile force that had to be guarded, further diminishing active front​line troops. In all, the Union put 2,1 million men into the field: 46,000 draftees, 118,000 paid substitutes, and the rest volunteers in the regular army or militia. Rebel forces totaled 800,000, of which almost one fourth were either draftees or substitutes. It is an irony, then, that today's neo-Confederates and libertarians who berate the Union as oppressing the rights of free men ignore the fact that the Confederacy forced more free whites under arms than the North. Union forces deserted in higher absolute numbers (200,000 to just more than half that num​ber of Confederates), but as a proportion of the total wartime force, the Rebels saw almost 12.5 percent of their army desert, compared to less than 10 percent of the Union forces.

Nevertheless, it would not take long before the Yankees realized the mettle of their opponent. The valor and tenacity of the Rebels, winning battle after battle with smaller forces and holding off the North for four years, is a testament to both their commitment to the Confederate cause (as they saw it) and, more im​portant, to their nurturing as Americans, themselves steeped in the Western way of war. If only in the war's duration, the élan and skill of the Confederate soldiers is noteworthy.

The commercial differences between the Union and Confederacy were even more striking. Much has been made of the railroad mileage, although depending on how one measured the tracks laid in the territories and the border states, some of the Northern advantage disappears. The North had as many as twenty thousand miles of track, whereas the South had perhaps ten thousand. But even if these numbers had been roughly equal, they would have been misleading. Southern roads tended to run east and west, which was an advantage as long as the Missis​sippi remained open and Texas's cattle and horses could be brought in through Louisiana. But after New Orleans fell and Vicksburg was all but surrounded, all livestock the western Confederacy could supply were undeliverable. More impor​tant, Northern railroads often ran north-south, making for rapid delivery to the front lines of cannonballs, food, and clothing. Some Southern states actually built tracks that only connected to rivers, with no connection to other railroads, and Alabama had laid a shortcut railroad that connected two Tennessee River points.

Dominance by the North over the South in other areas was even more pro​nounced: 32 to 1 in firearms production, 14 to 1 in merchant shipping, 3 to 1 in farm acreage, 412 to 1 in wheat, and 2 to 1 in corn. Cotton might have been king, but Southerners soon found that their monarch did not make for good eating. And the North controlled 94 percent of manufactured cotton cloth and 90 per​cent of America's boot and shoe manufacturing. Pig-iron manufacturing was al​most entirely Northern, with all but a few of the nation's 286 furnaces residing in the Union. Those facilities churned out iron for 239 arms manufacturers, again overwhelmingly located north of the Mason-Dixon Line. One county in Con​necticut, which was home to nine firearms factories, manufactured guns worth ten times the value of all firearms in the entire South in 1860. The South had one cannon foundry, at the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond. From Cyrus McCormick's reaper factory in Chicago to the Patterson, New Jersey, locomotive works, Northern manufacturing was poised to bury the South. In its navy alone, the North had an almost insurmountable advantage, and Lincoln perceived this, announcing an immediate blockade of the South by sea. The blockade under​scored Lincoln's definition of the war as an insurrection and rebellion. Had the South had a navy, its seagoing commerce with Lngland and France might have been substantial enough to legitimate its claims of being a nation. Winners set the rules, and the winner at sea was the Union Navy.

Yet even with these advantages, the Union still faced a daunting task. All the South had to do to succeed was to survive. The Confederates did not have to in​vade the North, and every year that passed brought the reality of an independent Confederate nation ever closer. The American Revolution had taught that all an army of resistance need do is avoid destruction. And more in 1861 than in 1776, the technology favored the defender. Combinations of earthworks with repeating or breech-loading rifles, long-range cannons, and mass transportation with rail​roads and steam vessels meant that defenders could resist many times their num​ber, and receive timely reinforcements or perform critical withdrawals.

