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The 1920s was the first decade in American history that would seem recognizable to us today. Millions of automobiles traveled on paved streets. Americans flocked to the movies and listened to their radios, two advances that together were creating a common national culture. More than half of the population lived in cities, many of which were very large metropolitan areas. The railroad, automobile, telephone, and radio bound the nation more closely together. Between the playing fields and Hollywood, the entertainment industry was born. 

In many ways the 1920s were very different from the previous decades. Politically, the election of 1920 signaled an end to the progressive era and began the decade long dominance of the Republican party. The conservative presidents, Harding and Coolidge, rejected many of the liberal assumptions of the progressives. Coolidge stated this succinctly: “The business of America is business.” Economically, the United States embarked in the 1920s on a period of growth without precedent in the history of the world. It came to dominate world trade and American corporate leaders were transformed from villains to national heroes. 

Despite the tranquility of political stability and economic growth, the decade also was one of intense cultural conflict between the forces of modernism associated with the new urban-industrial society and the forces of traditionalism associated with more provincial, often rural communities.

Read over the specific topics from Chapter 11 and online sources from the blog.  Be prepared to discuss the below topics in a party (in a comfortable way). 

a. The growing economy of the 1920’s.  What was the impact of the automobile?  Describe new consumer goods and their impact, new technology, easy consumer credit, mass advertising, and the impact of welfare capitalism.  

b. How did women change in the 1920’s?  Talk about specifics. (Flappers, dressing styles, changing attitudes, changing views about relationships, new morality and independence, challenging traditional societal roles, and new roles in education, work, and home)

c. The prohibition experience.  What was it all about? (prohibition, speakeasies, bootleggers, organized crime, and how life changed as a result of prohibition) 

d. The Scopes Trial, What was the trial about? Why was it significant?  What were the different views?  What did these views represent? What was the outcome? (cover fundamentalists vs. liberals) 

e. The Entertainment of the 1920’s – What was it all about? (radio, magazines, newspapers, sports heroes, Lindbergh, movies, writers, theater, music, art, writers, and Harlem Renaissance) 

Objectives:
· To learn about how Americans felt about theses issues in the 1920s,

· To find out what solutions they proposed to these questions.

· To discover which of these issues were the most controversial.

· To become familiar with many important people.

Our “cocktail” party will take place on day 2 of next week.  Since this will be during Prohibition, it will be a “dry” party. Students can come in “costume” as if you were part of the 20’s party.  Extra credit is available.  You will receive extra credit for simply dressing up and explaining who you are.
Your simulation score will be based on:

	Item
	Points

	Knowing the material during social time (Graded participation during activity)
	10

	Dress up 
Dress up as a Character of 1920’s
	5 

3

	Questions Responded (depth and detail on Paragraphs)
	10

	TOTAL
	25


Some events of 1927 that your character might want to discuss:
· Teapot Dome lease declared invalid

· Walter Hagen, Bill Tilden, Helen Wills

· Yankees – greatest baseball team ever? Ruth 60 Hrs

· Lindbergh’s flights to Europe and Mexico City

· Execution of Sacco and Vanzetti

· Release of The Jazz Singer
· 15,000,000 Model T – discontinued – Model A

· Mt. Rushmore dedicated

· Holland Tunnel completed

· First demonstration of TV

· 1st Rose Bowl (1/1/1928)

· KDKA – King Oliver’s Creole Band, Gershwin – Rhapsody in Blue
Issues for Research:
· What should be the government’s role in the economy?

· What should be our trade (tariff) policy?

· What should be the government’s policy on taxation?

· What rights should labor unions have?

· Will our economic prosperity continue forever?

· How much should the environment be protected, especially when wilderness areas contain important resources?

· Is technology a positive influence on American society?

· Is advertising immoral and too influential or is it necessary to the success of the economy?

· What should be our country’s values?

· Is public morality declining? (sex, cigarettes, flappers, speakeasies, . . .)

· Are Americans too concerned with getting rich and not concerned enough with their salvation?

· Should Darwinism be taught in schools?

· Is prohibition working? Why is organized crime flourishing?

· Are radicals and terrorists a threat to the American way of life?

· Should immigration be restricted?

· Should Sacco and Vanzetti have been executed?

· What should the role of women be in American society?

· Should birth control be available to all Americans – and distributed in public?

· Should an ERA be passed?

· Is American culture declining in the 1920s?

· Are professional athletes paid too much? Particularly Babe Ruth and Red Grange?

· What is the role of art in American society?

· Are the arts contributing to the decline in public morality?

· Are modernism and all of these new ideas advancing or destroying American society?

· What is real art?

· Are movies a positive contribution to our society?

· Are talkies an improvement on silent movies?

· Should African Americans try to improve their place in American society?

· Who are our greatest American heroes?

